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U-S/NAMIBIA 


ANNCR: SOUTH AFRICAN=SPONSORED ELECTIONS ARE BEING HELD IN 
NAMIBIA THIS WEEK IN DEFIANCE OF UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION ON 
THE TERRITORY'S FUTURE AND PERSISTENT WESTERN EFFORTS TO HAVE 
THEM CANCELLED. IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT, VOA'S BARRY MAUGHAN 
LOOKS AT THE AMERICAN ROLE IN EFFORTS TO GAIN AN INTERNATIONALLY- 
ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION TO NAMIBIA'S INDEPENDENCE DISPUTE: 

VOICE: FOR MORE THAN EIGHTEEN MONTHS, THE SO-CALLED WESTERN 
CONTACT GROUP FOR NAMIBIA HAS BEEN SPEARHEADING CONCERTED 
EFFORTS AT BRINGING ABOUT AN INTERNATIONALLY~ACCEPTABLE 
INDEPENDENCE FOR THE DISPUTED TERRITORY. COORDINATING THIS 
DIPLOMATIC DRIVE BY THE UNITED STATES, BRITAIN, FRANCE, CANADA 
AND WEST GERMANY HAS BEEN SENIOR AMERICAN OFFICIAL DONALD 
MCHENRY=-A MAN SAID TO HAVE WON THE RESPECT OF BOTH THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS AND THE SWAPO NATIONALIST MOVEMENT. 

EARLIER THIS YEAR, AMBASSADOR MCHENRY'S EFFORTS APPEARED TO 
HAVE BORNE FRUIT. FOLLOWING INTENSE WESTERN PRESSURE, THE 
PRETORIA GOVERNMENT, FOLLOWED BY SWAPO, ANNOUNCED THEIR ACCEPTANCE 
OF A UNITED NATIONS PLAN AIMED AT ENSURING A PEACEFUL TRANSITION 
TO FULL NAMIBIAN INDEPENDENCE, THE MAIN ELEMENTS OF THE U-N 
PLAN INCLUDED UNITED NATIONS-SUPERVISED ELECTIONS, A CEASEFIRE 
IN THE ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD GUERRILLA WAR AND THE RELEASE OF ALL 
NAMIBIAN POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

BUT HOPES FOR A PEACEFUL TRANSITION TO MAJORITY RULE RECEIVED 
A JOLT IN SEPTEMBER WHEN THEN PRIME MINISTER JOHN VORSTER DID 
AN ABOUT FACE ON THE U=N PLAN. INSTEAD, MR. VORSTER SAID, 
PRETORIA WOULD PROCEED WITH ITS OWN SETTLEMENT <= WITH INTERNAL 
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ELECTIONS TO BE HELD THE FIRST WEEK OF DECEMBER, 

BECAUSE OF THE SIGNIFICANT ROLE IT HAD PLAYED IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS, THE UNITED STATES REACTED TO PRIME MINISTER 
VORSTER*S ANNOUNCEMENT WITH DISAPPOINTMENT AND CONCERN. HOWEVER 
U-S OFFICIALS VOWED TO RESTART THE NEGOTIATIONS BECAUSE AS ONE 
SAID: "NAMIBIA MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO BECOME ANOTHER TRANSKEI-- 
DEVOID OF INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION." 

WITH THIS IN MIND, U_S SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE AND 
OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WESTERN CONTACT GROUP FOR NAMIBIA 
TRAVELLED TO PRETORIA IN OCTOBER IN AN ATTEMPT TO RECONCILE THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN AND U=-N PLANS. AFTER THREE DAYS OF HARD BARGAINING, 
SECRETARY VANCE ANNOUNCED THAT WHILE THE TWO SIDES HAD REACHED 
AN AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE ON SEVERAL IMPORTANT ISSUES SEPARATING 
THEM, OTHER POINTS REMAINED UNRESOLVED, SEPECIFICALLY, HE SAID 
THE NEGOTIATIONS HAD FAILED TO BRIDGE WHAT HE DESCRIBED 
AS "THE SHARP DIFFERENCE OF VIEW" ON THE SOUTH AFRICAN-SPONSORED 
INTERNAL ELECTIONS. STATING SUCH ELECTIONS COULD NO T BE 
RECONCILED WITH THE U-N PLAN AS ENDORSED BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL, 
SECRETARY VANCE STRESSED THAT ANY SUCH UNILATERAL MEASURE BY 
SOUTH AFRICA WOULD BE REGARDED BY THE U.S. AND ITS WESTERN 
PARTNERS AS NULL AND VOID, 

SINCE THEN, THE WESTERN POSITION ON THE INTERNAL ELECTIONS 
HAS NO T CHANGED DESPITE CONTINUING DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES ON 
NAMIBIA WITH THE SOUTH AFRICAN AUTHORITIES. IN FACT, SOUTH 
AFRICA'S FOREIGN MINISTER ROELOF BOTHA WAS TOLD EXACTLY THAT 
DURING HIS JUST-CONCLUDED DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON WITH SECRETA®Y 
VANCE AND OTHER US. OFFICIALS. AT THAT TIME, MR. BOTHA WAS TOLi 
THAT THIS WEEK'S INTERNAL ELECTIONS IN NAMIBIA REMAINED IRRELEVANT 


TO THE TERRITORY'S FUTURE POLITICAL PROCESS--AND COULD NOT 
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BE REGARDED AS A LEGITIMATE EXPRESSION OF THE WILL OF THE 
NAMIBIAN PEOPLE, 

IN ADDITION, THE U-S ONCE AGAIN STRESSED THE URGENCY OF SOUTH 
AFRICA MOVING RAPIDLY TO IMPLEMENT THE U~N PLAN FOR NAMIBIA'S 
INDEPENDENCE. FOR ONLY IN THIS WAY, THE AMERICANS SAID, COULD 
AN INDEPENDENT NAMIBIA TAKE ITS LEGITIMATE PLACE IN THE 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. 


CCM/RT 


